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BIRMINGHAM, SEPTEMBER 14th-19th, 1925 
MESSRS. GRAFTON & CO. have 
pleasure in announcing that they will 
be EXHIBITING at the PUBLISHERS’ 
EXHIBITION, to be held at The Galleries of 
the Royal Society of Artists, Birmingham, 
under the auspices of the Library. 
Association. 
DO NOT FAIL TO PAY A VISIT. 
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EDITORIAL. 


THE announcement of their Annual Conference which has been 
made by the Library Association gives promise of a meeting of 
quite unusual interest and value. The programme has been shorn 
of unnecessary redundancies and every subject upon it should lead 
to fruitful discussion. The only point in connection with the 
programme which appears to demand consideration is whether in all 
cases the papers should be read. There are several objections. 
Such papers occupy a lot of time, are not sufficiently dramatic 
to be interesting in themselves, however valuable the subject 
matter may be, and too often it must be confessed they are read in 
a manner which induces somnolence rather than energetic 
discussion. It is the exchange of opinion across the floor that 
matters at a Conference. We hope, therefore, that in certain cases 
the method of taking papers as read and requiring their writers to 
speak to them briefly may be followed. 


* * * * 


As it stands without any such modification the modern 
Conference of the Library Association is an extremely fatiguing 
affair. The members are compelled, if they are conscientious, to 
listen, in shifts of at least three hours, to statements made oracularly 
from the platforms without any of the rapier excitement that one 
gets in a committee meeting from the inter-play of the discussion. 
It appears to us that, save in exceptional circumstances, the time 
has passed for the solemn, stolid and sometimes stodgy reading of 


paper after paper. We speak for those librarians who believe 
that when they attend a Conference it is incumbent upon them to 
attend all the sessions. Some men, of course, take a lighter view 
of their responsibilities, but if, as is generally the case, the delegates 
are sent by their various library authorities, a conscientious atten- 
dance is the least return that they can make for the confidence 


reposed in them. 


* * 


Birmingham belongs to the pioneer towns in the public li 
movement. As early as 1852 a poll was taken of the town whic 
failed to secure the adoption of the Acts, but in 1855 a beginning 
was made with an actual free library, and in 1860 the Public Libraries 
Acts came into operation. The Birmingham Public Libraries have 
been controlled by marked personalities, both in Committee and 
Librarians. One of the great figures in the library movement was 
that very strange, energetic, ingenious, if not always quite com- 
plaisant character, J. D. Mullins, who was mainly responsible for 
the great Reference Library which is one of the glories of the Mid- 
lands. John Alfred Langford published in 1871 a little book called 
The Birmingham Free Libraries, etc., which we commend to our 
readers as a bit of library history of very great interest in view 


of the Conference. 
* 


We shall have other occasion to refer to the interesting things 
to be seen in Birmingham, such as the University Library, the 
Birmingham Old Library, and the various progressive departments 
and branches of the public library system. All we wish to say here 
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is that there is ample evidence that the meeting will be in every way 
worth while, and we hope that the attendance will be worthy of the 


occasion. 
* * * * 


A letter in our pages last month drew attention to the state- 
ment by the Secretary of the Booksellers’ Association accusing 
librarians of having accepted the hospitality at a Conference of a 
Bookseller. So far that statement has not been substantiated or 
withdrawn, and we are hopeful that the Library Association will 
succeed in making public an emphatic denial of the statement. 
In view of the present attempts to bring publishers, booksellers 
and librarians together, it is pitiable that this malodorous red her- 
ring should be drawn across the track. 


* * * 


The question of the moment is that of discount for libraries 
on their book purchases. At least three London public library 
authorities have called conferences, or suggested them, dealing 
with the matter. We understand that the Library Association 
has also a Committee dealing with the question. Further, we 
believe that a meeting has been or will shortly be held at which 
all three sides involved—publishers, booksellers, libraries-—will 
be represented. This is all to the good, and we hope will result in 
a better understanding. 

* 


The position of librarians in the matter can be re-stated simply. 
It is that being buyers of a large number of books they should 
receive a discount such as is received by municipal buyers of any 
other commodity, and there are various arguments supporting this 
ition. On the other hand, the bookseller may argue that while 
ibrarians buy a large number of books they buy a large number of 
separate ones, and are, therefore, not in the same position as a 
municipality buying coals in bulk or tram-rails. Good as the 
arguments are on both sides, it will be frankly recognised that the 
bookselling trade is now better than it has been within the life-time 
of many of us, a position which is due to the net book system. 
While we hope that some compromise may be reached which does 
differentiate the library from a casual buyer of a single book, we 
also hope that nothing will be done to reduce the bookseller to the 
competitive struggle of the pre-net days, or to make the bookselling 
trade an uneconomic business. 


* * * 


We hope to publish in our Special Double Conference Number, 
August—September, an interesting article from the pen of Mr. 
Walter Powell, Chief Librarian of Birmingham Public Libraries, 
on the subject of “ Birmingham Library Collections ” and we feel 
sure that our readers will greatly appreciate information obtained 
from such a valuable source. 
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ON UNNECESSARY WORK. 


By Lionet R. McCotrvin. 


It might seem to some that this is another essay on that most 
fruitful and diverting theme, ‘“‘ Nothing.” Certainly few of us 
would confess to doing any work which we considered unnecessary, 
and it must be admitted that a task which usually may be so regarded 
is sometimes made compulsory by local conditions, traditions, 
the pressure of immediate tasks which makes any alteration im- 
practicable, and so on. Nevertheless, when we have so much work 
clamouring to be done, it cannot be undesirable to question ourselves, 
once in a while, to discover anything which can be modified or 
discontinued without loss of service. 

There is an old saying that “if a thing is worth doing at all, 
it is worth doing well,’ which would appeal to Mr. Smiles, but 
which must be modified if practical people are to accept it. The 
truth is that if a thing is worth doing it must be done well enough 
to effect its purpose adequately, and to do it better is to waste 
time—which means that something else must be done badly or 
left undone. Again, the last generation has seen great developments 
in library methods and there is always a danger of our becoming 
over systematic and doing things for the sake of the doing rather 
than the purpose. We are not the only culprits, by any means. 
Many business men to-day are system mad, and spend more time 
on records, files and miscellaneous gadgets than could possibly 
be justified by their utility. 

The question which we must ask of any task, process or activity, 
is whether the means are justified by the end. If they are not we 
must modify the method or, if this is not possible, discontinue the 
activity. In this short article it is proposed to mention one or two 
aspects of our work where there seems room for economy of time 
and labour. Probably the majority of us do not engage in the par- 
ticular task mentioned ; others, as before said, may be compelled 
by circumstances to do so against their judgment. The writer’s 
real object is not so much to point to particular kinds of unnecessary 
work as to suggest the need for self-questioning on this matter. 

We may commence with accession methods. In the first place, 
the majority of the stock rulings for accessions books have columns 
for unnecessary particulars. The place of publication is seldom 
needed, the number of pages, the style of binding, size, etc., are 
as a rule quite unnecessary facts. A foolscap book (with double 
pages) should give ample room. Again, is it necessary to “ use up 
old numbers”’? This is surely a survival from indicator days. 
Is there any real disadvantage in having a broken uneven sequence 
of numbers ? Surely all that we need fear is that the number is 
increased in size by an extra figure, and that eventuality will arise 
only once in a generation. The use of loose leaf accessions books 
to my mind destroys one of the objects of an accessions register, 
which should be a permanent, unalterable, “‘ unloseable’’ record 
of the history of all items of stock, past and present. 

We can also “ overstamp’”’ our books. In this and other 
respects we are apt to treat all our books as though they were 


We 


4 Tue Lisrary Wortp 


rarities of exceptional value. Apart from plates, it would seem 
enough to mark the title-page and one or two pages of text so that 
if these stamps were torn out the book could never be sold. 

Shelf arrangement suggests possibilities for economy. The 
daily task of putting books in order consumes a large portion 
of the time of the junior staff, and so we might ask ourselves whether 
shelf arrangement need be as detailed as catalogue arrangement. 
For catalogue purposes by all means let us classify our books to 
the greatest desirable detail; and entries should, of course, be 
in strict order. With the books themselves it is another matter. 
We all find that in certain sections the use of another degree of 
detail finds us with sub-classes containing only one or two books. 
Much time would be saved and a shorter (and, consequently, probably 
a clearer) symbol inscribed on the back of the volume if we decided 
to ignore some of these niceties of classification, so far as the shelf 
arrangement is concerned. It must be remembered that no one— 
staff or borrower—goes straight to the exact spot on the shelves 
where 621.351 Hobson is to be found. Instead, he goes to the ap- 
proximate location and glances along the books until he finds the 
one required ; so it is, within the limits of, say, ten or twelve items 
immaterial whether they are in strict order or not. Similarly 
when there are only a few—say not more than ten—books with 
the same classification symbol there does not seem much point 
in arranging them in author alphabetical order. This paragraph 
may offend those who believe in exactness; we are, however, 
thinking of the time to be saved without loss of service through a 
little judicious inexactitude. 

Stocktaking is another activity of doubtful value when con- 
sidered in relation to the labour involved. Even when the library 
is not closed, it is a fruitless task to spend a great deal of money 
trying to discover how little has been lost. When, however, it 
involves closing the library—and one is surprised to read in the 
recent report on the libraries of the London district that “ eight 
close for one week, twenty-five close for two weeks, one closes 
for three weeks, and two close for a month ’’—it can only be 
deplored. The stocktaking habit is a survival from, firstly, the 
old days when librarians believed it to be their first duty to keep 
their books in safe custody; and secondly, from the early days 
of open access, when it was necessary to prove to the unbeliever 
that open access would not lead to wholesale robbery. As losses 
are very small, and since important losses would be discovered in 
the ordinary routine sooner or later, and since stocktaking does 
not help in the least towards recovering the lost piece of silver, 
stocktaking might well be mentioned in an article on unnecessary 
work. 

A short while ago the L.A. examiners asked candidates a 
question something like this—-‘‘ How would you organise a borrowers’ 
register so that it would tell what borrowers resided at any given 
address?” The right answer would have been: “I should never 
be so foolish as to try to do anything so unneccessary.’’ Probably 
few borrowers’ registers attempt to give this information, but many 
are probably over elaborate. All that is really needed is an alpha- 
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betical arrangement of the vouchers (which are numbered consecu- 
tively as they are received) with an index book, each line of which 
is numbered, giving the name. The various attempts to secure an 
alphabetical symbol for each borrower are surely not worth while. 
In fact, the present writer is sufficiently a heretic to question 
whether, saving for very special purposes, there is much point in 
the use of cutter numbers and similar systems. If these are to be 
detailed they are not much shorter than the actual name, and even 
if they were, the advantage of translating the intelligible and 
significant into a cryptogram is doubtful. 

One might continue this paper ad infinitum, though it probably 
would not be long before it wandered into more debatable ground 
or dealt with practices of which few were guilty. In conclusion, 
we might—to prove that other people besides librarians sometimes 
do unnecessary work—mention that some booksellers err. Most 
would be wise to check their mailing lists, as quite ten per cent. 
send this writer (and probably others) two and even three copies 
of their catalogues, each addressed differently, but intended for 
the same person. And one well-known firm must waste a small 
fortune on unnecessary correspondence, since they prelude the 
delivery of every single volume by an elaborate letter. Some 
things must be taken for granted in this world. 


THE GUESTS OF M. LE VICOMTE: 
AN EPISODE OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 
By W. C. Berwick SAYERS. 

On this warm afternoon in July there is a peculiarly drowsy note 
from the huge blue fly who buzzes with his back to the window of 
my office. He is seeking an exit, and one is there a little above him, 
perfectly obvious to anyone who could view the window as a whole. 
He seems incapable of doing it, but searches across each pane 
intently with an intense monotone from his invisible wings. I 
suppose it is the monotone that brings dreams, especially when one 
has been reading. In summer, too, the genial process of digestion 
is slow; lunch is a recent memory; and a favourite little book 
of mine, Wheatley’s How to Catalogue a Library, which I have been 
re-reading, suddenly slips from my hand. I arouse myself with a 
start and screw up all my faculties to prevent the lines of type from 
running into one another in such a provoking fashion. If it were 
cooler, and if that fly would find his way out or relapse into silence, 
it would be easier; moreover, the comfortable tilt of this arm- 
chair is another conspirator against wakefulness. Let me see—I 
was in the midst of chapter one. “An Edinburgh edition of Livy 
cost Mr. Cooper five shillings in 1810,” “‘ and,” he adds, “ not a 
bad bargain considering the purchaser had not attained his seven- 
teenth year. One of the notes, said to be copied from a French book 
of prayers (1789), is interesting ; but its substance would be said 
to be incredible if we did not know of the rampant villany—” 


A fine Gothic window, whose pointed ribs are filled with rec- 
tangular leaded panes, looks from the wall of this room across the 
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courtyard of the chateau on to the Loire. Thick walls they are, 
too, if one may judge from the window. Below, the river flows over 
stony shallows and the heats shimmer above it, and the cows in 
the meadow beyond swish themselves vigorously at intervals with 
their tails to rid them for a moment from the persistent and intol- 
erable plague of flies. But in this lofty apartment, alcoved and 
vaulted, there are coolness and shadow. Perhaps too much shadow ; 
for, as I turn from the brilliance of the river and the meadows, and 
look into the room, it seems an empty cool gloom. 

As my eyes grow accustomed to the dim light, I find I am in 
the library of the Chateau d’Ete, and that each of these alcoves 
is a little apartment of treasures exquisite. 

are welcome, Monsieur.” 

I start, but only at the suddenness of the greeting. It is full 
five minutes since I was shown into the room ; minutes I have spent 
at the window looking away to the west, and I have thought 
myself alone. Yet while I was waiting for him the Vicomte had 
been present all the time, reading in that corner farthest from the 
window. Even the servant who conducted me hither had been 
unaware of his presence, and with suave courtesy had begged 
Monsieur’s indulgence while he informed M. le Vicomte of the 
presence of his guest. Now, as the Vicomte comes forward, he 
blinks slightly in the new contact with the afternoon sunlight 
streaming through the window. His is the bearing of the bookman ; 
his thin face with its nostrils is pale to excess; the wig has been 
somewhat disturbed by the unconscious movements of his hands 
as he sat reading in the alcove; his eyes have the half-awakened, 
half-dreaming expression of one who is yet partly in another world 
of thought and being ; his habit of fine velvet is creased in many 
places from attitudes assumed in reading; the fine lace cuffs are 
soiled from dust that has come from precious volumes. He has, 
moreover, the slight stoop of the scholar. 

He repeats his greeting with a grave smile, bowing courteously 
the while. Not that the Vicomte and I have great ceremonial in 
our intercourse, but as becomes lovers of the undying great ones 
we maintain a dignity which does not in any way cool the warmth 
of our mutual affection. 

“‘ Monsieur le Vicomte,”’ I reply, “‘ Your pardon and a thousand 
thanks.’ 

“ The first is yours, my friend ; the second, too, belongs to you 
from me for the pleasure this visit gives. It is good to see old faces 
in these days of storm.” 

“Tt breaks but lightly here, I hope, M. le Vicomte.”’ 

“True. Echoes only. You have come from far?” 

« Where else but from Paris ? There are many mutterings there 
of terrible things; but in my attic with my books they have come 
only as mutterings. Three days since I heard that the National 
Convention were probing for further victims, and that Paris was 
growing unsafe even for me. I crept out next day—.”’ 

“You shall tell me more later of how you eluded the murderers’ 
guard—”’ 
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“ Hush, Monsieur, if I may counsel prudence. Even walls have 
ears in these days.” 

‘“‘ Not these, my friend ; although the shadow of the murder of 
his sacred Majesty, and the still later horror of the Queen’s death, 
have darkened even these remote hills, yet I rest in peace and hope. 
Like you, I find consolation amongst my books. I have much to 
show you—but let me get you some wine.” 

He seizes a bell on the centre table and rings it. His servant 
Jacques enters, receives the order with a bow, and returns a moment 
later with the refreshment. As we drink the conversation turns, 
as ever with us, to books. He has many rich and rare volumes that 
help him to forget the orgy of misgovernment and bloodshed which 
make Paris and much of France the Hell which men call the Glorious 
Revolution. He speaks of the misguided Rousseau with delicate 
but withering scorn as a degenerate who has sacrificed to the passions 
the dignity of mind and body. Still more he chafes at the thought 
that our beloved sovereign had permitted the cynical Beaumarchais 
to convulse Paris before the storm broke. 

“‘ The past always holds more glory that the present,’’ I remark, 
tritely. 
a Rabelais—for example,”’ he adds. ‘‘ He has ugliness, vulgar 
wit, lust even; but he is clean, frank and unpolluting; but 
Rousseau—”’ 

So he proceeds. Then we pass into the alcove from which he 
came when I entered the room. A place of perfect peace. Small 
and beautiful are the works of Aldus he has gathered here; my 
friends’s collection was ever my envy, and often I have longed in 
the moments when I have been here alone to steal away the Vene- 
tian’s Hero and Leander. Then has he not the beautiful Florentine 
Dante with the designs which Baccio Baldini carved so faithfully 
from Botticelli? My fingers itch as I approach it; but he is un- 
conscious seemingly of my feeling. His own eyes have a light in 
them as he runs his hand over the binding affectionately. This 
missal, with the glorious gold-and-blue-and-red capitals, belonged 
to the fair Lucretia, mother of the greatest of the De’ Medicis; that 
breviary, a small yellow quarto with crinkled edges and stern clean 
letters was used by Abelard in his wonderful School of the Paraclete 
at Troyes ; and here, a very treasure saved from mouldering by its 
inappropriate brocaded-velvet binding, is something we believe 
belonged to our earliest teacher in Paris, Alcuin—his On Grammar, 
in which he expounds the steps to erudition. I spell out lovingly 
from the faded vellum, ‘‘ May the divine grace guide and lead us 
into the treasures of spiritual wisdom. . . . Ye should be led by 
steps of erudition from lower to higher things until your wings 
gradually grow stronger, so that ye may mount on them to view the 
loftier regions of the pure ether.’’ 

“‘ Nobly said,” I remark. 

“And in these days most true. The prepared mind is the anchor 
of a people. Were the mind of France prepared ere Rousseau wrote, 
ere Beaumarchais jibed, we might have been saved much tribula- 
tion.” 
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He changes our trend of thought by showing me a thin quarto 
of another kind. It is a duodecimo, bound in light blue calf, with 
gold acorns in imitation of those the Englishman, Roger Payne, 
was wont to use. But it has a stained appearance as if from damp, 
and the leaves have wrinkled, so that their gold edges present a 
forlorn appearance of disunion. 

“* My sister’s book of private prayers,”’ he says. 

I listen and am silent ; for only two years since his youngest 
sister, the companion of his lonely days, then almost a girl in years, 
had crossed the Loire to attend benediction at the church beyond 
the fields on a November evening, carrying the book with her. On 
her return the boat had been caught, no one knew how, by a jagged 
rock in midstream, and had foundered in the darkness. An agonised 
night of search had been in vain ; but in the morning she had been 
found, still clasping the precious volume in her hand, dead on a stony 
shoal in midstream where the tide had flung her, and a mile away 
lay the body of her man among the reeds. The volume is a mute 
memorial of the tragedy ; but the Vicomte treasures it reverently. 
These are not all our books or our thoughts this afternoon. The 
sun wanes imperceptibly as we converse after our own hearts. It is 
easy to read in the dusk, anditisnot until we look out of the window 
that we realise that the day is ending. 


(To be continued.) 


PARIS LIBRARY SCHOOL. 


Tue third summer session of the Paris Library School opened 
early in June. A good many of the twenty students enrolled hold 
higher degrees, and a number of them speak several or many 
languages. Seven nationalities, besides French, are represented in 
the enrollment, which includes a Swedish student sent by the Inter- 
national Institute of Agriculture in Rome ; a Lithuanian; a Dutch 
student ; an American, now librarian at the Women’s College at 
Constantinople ; a Finnish student who has been professor of Arabic 
and in charge of the course in librarianship at St. Petersburg ; and 
(among the auditors) a Czechoslovakian, and a Dane with six years’ 
library experience at the Municipal Library of Frederichsberg. 

Miss Mary P. Parsons, resident director of the School, says : 
“ This year’s class seems exceptionally earnest and businesslike, 
as well as enthusiastic.” 

Cardinal Dubois, Archbishop of Paris, has asked the Paris 
Library School to admit to its summer course librarians of Catholic 
colleges and institutions, that they may be helped to solve their 
daily problems and to enlarge their conception of library service. 

The valuable collection of lantern slides illustrating American 
libraries and library publicity which has been donated to the School 
by the Keystone View Company, of Meadville, Pennsylvania, and 
the poster exhibit given by the A.L.A. Lending Section, are helping 
to meet the constant demand for illustrative material on American 
Library methods. 


BC 
| 
| 


10 Tue Lisrary Worip 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 
AT BIRMINGHAM. 


It is confidently expected that a large gathering will attend 
the annual conference at Birmingham this year. The new president 
is to be C. Grant-Robertson, Esq., C.V.O., M.A., LL.D., Principal 
of the University of Birmingham. The meetings will be held in the 
City Council Chamber, and among others the following papers 
are to be read and discussed :—‘‘ Special Libraries,’’ by Prof. 
Sandbach, University of Birmingham ; “ Libraries from the Readers’ 
Point of View,” by Rev. A. B. Bateman; “ The Value of Official 
and Parliamentary Papers,’’ by Mr. C. R. Sanderson, Librarian, 
National Liberal Club ; “‘ The Organization of Reference Libraries,” 
by Mr. S. R. Raganathan, M.A., Librarian, University of Madras. 
A report of the Special Committee on the Supply of Government 
Publications will also be presented. 

The social side is well catered for, visits to Worcester, Malvern, 
Coventry, Aston Hall, Oscott College and Bournville being arranged. 

The Association, having decided to hold a _ Publisher's 
Exhibition, have secured the galleries of the Royal Society of 
Artists for this purpose. It is a pity, however, that so little time 
is allowed for delegates to visit the exhibition. We understand 
that only the mornings before the sessions commence will be free, 
as the afternoons will be fully occupied elsewhere. The Library 
Association Executive evidently do not see the importance of these 
exhibitions, and we are really sorry to see this. We are, however, 
looking forward to some time in the future when at least one day 
will be left clear for the delegates to do justice to the exhibits. 

The following are a few of the exhibitors :—Messrs. Mudies, 
W. H. Smith and Sons, Stoneham, Appleton, Libraco, Boots, and 
Grafton. This list by no means comprehensive, and we hope to 
publish in our next issue a complete list of exhibitors. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


DEAR CALLIMACHUS, 

Which ever of us happened to write the letter this month, it is 
practically certain that some reference would be made to the 
programme of the L.A. Conference. Yet I hesitate. The most 
uninspiring list of papers often results in some delightful surprises ; 
and, on the other hand, that which promises the discussion of 
important topics often materialises as a series of re-statements and 
platitudes. This year’s programme certainly bears a striking 
family resemblance to its predecessors, and it does not include 
many subjects we should like to have dealt with, but 


You Never Can TELL. 

One must remember that it cannot be easy to prepare a Con- 
ference Programme. It is true that the Conference provides a 
fine means by which publicity can be given to matters of general 
interest, but this very fact has its drawbacks, since on the matters 
of greatest interest—I need not enumerate them—we are apt to 
display such a variety of opinion that to give publicity to our 
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CHILDREN OF THE CLIFF, THE; or, THE SMUGGLER’S HOLE. By A. V. 


Dutton. 


CHRONICLES OF DURNFORD, THE. A Public School Story. By Joun 
CARTWRIGHT. 


GRUISE OF THE “ DAINTY,” THE. By W. H. G. Kinston. 

DEPUTY BOSS, THE. A Tale of British Honduras. By Bessie MARCHANT, 
DONALD MARSTON. A School Story. By M. C. Barnarp. 

HEN AND CHICKENS. A Story of Girl Life in the Great War. By Win1FrRED Pargs: 


IN ge DAYS. A Tale of the French Revolution. By Mrs. CATHERINE 
ARNE. 


JACK THE ENGLISHMAN. A Story of Tasmania. By H. Louisa BEeprorp. 


— yy ON THE HILL, THE. An Adventure Story for Children. By Nancy 
. HayEs. 


LOST EXILE, THE. A Tale of Siberia. By Gertrupe Ho tis. 
MATE OF THE “ LILY,” THE. By W. H. G. Kincston. 


NANCY AND HER COUSINS. By L. E. Tippeman. (A little London girl’s adven- 
tures in the country.) 


NEXT-DOOR GWENNIE. By L.E. Trppeman. (The story of a delightful little girl.) 


QUEEN MAB. By Mes. Artuur G. K. Woopcate. (The amusing adventures of 
four children.) 


ROLF THE REBEL. By B. Marcuant. (Adventures and escapes in Cuba.) 


"a OF MARSH HAVEN, THE. A Story of School Adventure. By ALFRED 
UDD. 


SKIMPY AND THE SAINT. A Girls’ School Story. By Srsyit_B. Ows.ey. 

SYLVIA FINDS A FAIRY. By Rosert Mountjo1 Rupoir, (A delightful 
and original phantasy.) 

THREE IN A BUNGALOW. For Girls. By M. F. Hutcuinson. 

TWO SHIPMATES, THE. By W. H. G. Kincston, 

UNCLE MICHAEL'S STORY. A Tale of the River Amazon. By Gertrupe HoLuis, 

VITA. The Story of a Charming Little Girl. By Amy Grey. 
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dissention might not be desirable. Let me leave it at that, and 

turn to a matter which I feel impelled to mention, though with 

diffidence. I refer to the growing practice of booksellers giving 
SERVICE AS DISCOUNT. 

Certain firms are labelling, stamping, embossing, cataloguing 
and classifying books free gratis for nothing for their customers, 
as you may know. Now, I am not saying anything against these 
firms, which, indeed, display great acumen and enterprise. It is 
difficult to forget that their services must prove a godsend to many 
understaffed and several professionally uneducated librarians— 
and, alas, both of these classes exist. In fact, we must all feel 
tempted to avail ourselves of this assistance. We may even succumb. 

Nevertheless, I feel that the practice is unwise on our part 
for the very reason that so long as the understaffed librarian can 
get this work done for him he will not be given adequate assistance. 
This assistance, as he will soon find, is needed for other matters 
besides book-processing, and there is an even darker possibility. 
What would happen if we did, at some future time, secure discount 
concessions from booksellers as a whole ? 

Father Brown’s fine article on the library world in Ireland 
last month gave me—and most of us—cause for satisfaction in 
that we are in England reasonably free from the pernicious influence 


ot RELIGIOUS PREJUDICE. 

Please don’t think I’m becoming an atheist. What I mean 
is that it must be terrible to have to consider seriously the sectarian 
point of view. Fancy having to think twice about putting Borrow’s 
“* Bible in Spain ”’ on our shelves! There are few countries I would 
not like to visit, and Ireland is not one of them, but may the fates 
protect me from ever having to work there with a committee half 
composed of teachers and with a priest—of one denomination or 
the other—in constant attendance. This example of Ireland should 
show us the importance of keeping ourselves and our work above all 
partisan interests—be they religious, political, or any other. What 
is more, we should remember that it is not enough to be orthodox 
or with the majority. That is not being free and impartial. 

If the library is to fulfil its destiny it must adhere to its ideal of 
being impartial and nonsectarian. It cannot afford to serve any 
particular tendency. It must be neither religious nor secularist, 
capitalist nor socialist educational (in the narrow sense)nor—anything 
else. We need to be proud that we are connected with the one 
human institution which is above prejudice ; to the one place, in 
these days of wholesale organised biassed propaganda, whither 
he in search of truth and reality may turn. 

Somewhere in the text books on classification, is there not, 
Callimachus, mention of the desirability of using terms in the same 
sense in any one schedule or argument ? I believe—if my memory is 
not failing—there is something about sharp boys and sharp knives. 
I wish all those learned gentlemen who discuss 

EDUCATION 
and the>educational functions of the public library would glance 
at that text book. They were at it again at Nottingham, when, I 
believe, a heated discussion arose because each speaker meant a 
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different thing, but applied the same term to it—I may, of course, 
be wrong about the temperature of the meeting as I am judging 
it by reports only. The word Education may mean many things— 
é.g., the culture of bacteria, the rearing of silk worms, bee keeping, 
the imparting or acquisition of knowledge, mental and moral 
training, etc., etc., etc. In each of these meanings there are degrees 
of comprehensiveness. 

If only, before we began to discuss this business, we realised 
that when we speak of educational authorities and their work we 
are using the word “ education ’’ in a very narrow sense, and when 
we speak of library work we are using it in its widest! No—I 
don’t suggest that the first definitions will apply, though there are 
some people who accuse us of breeding germs and worse things than 
silkworms! Definition is really important here, though, since 
the word can be extended to cover almost any activity. If one 
speaker does so and the next thinks he is concerned with elementary 
instruction in the three R’s, the debate will not prove very edifying. 

It is very seldom that I rewrite this letter, but I have done so 
this month, as I first devoted the whole of it to Mr. Pollitt’s article on 


STAFF TRAINING. 

1 was so pleased by his attitude on certain aspects of this question 
that I went on merrily dotting his I’s and crossing his T’s for him, 
until I realised this was quite unnecessary. I am with him 
especially, however, when he says a word for him or her who cannot 
or will not struggle to reach the heights. Many of us, with the best 
intentions in the world—yes, I plead guilty, but I have seen the 
error of my ways—urge assistants to qualify when we know that 
they cannot ever succeed, or when we know that there is no real 
economic or personal reason why they should try. This is par- 
ticularly true where girls are concerned. But it is neither kind nor 
dseirable on any grounds to urge assistants to sit for examinations 
against their own better judgment, and after they realise exactly 
how far they can go without qualifying. Mr. Pollitt is also wise 
to point out the need for keeping the way open for the promising 
junior. Before the war it was an understood thing that all we lads 
had a field-marshal’s baton in our knapsack. Now I know some 
of this rising generation are troubled by the thought that the better 
positions are to be filled by University men, Library School diplo- 
mates, and the like; and they are suspicious of grading schemes 
—though Mr. Pollitt shows that this feeling is without foundation. 
Let not their hearts be troubled, Callimachus. The majority of 
the new chiefs for many years to come will be one-time book 
whallopers and shelvers. There is little prospect of the University 
type conquering the profession in our days ; in fact, to-day there 
are fewer promising seniors than ever, simply because the war 
interfered with the supply of juniors and deprived us of too many 
of those we had already attracted to our work. 

Au revoir, Birmingham will see us together again. It would 
be a fine idea to have a little re-union of Pseudonyms—if only the 
police could be eluded. ARISTONYMOUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himselj responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.”’| 
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LIBRARY NEWS 


[Readers are invited to send us tiems of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, uppointments, and 
changes and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome.) 

WALLASEyY’s New Branch Library, situated at Borough Road, 
Seacombe, was formally opened on May 5th, 1925, by Professor 
R. S. Rait, M.A., LL.D., the President of the Library Association. 
The opening ceremony, which took place in the Lecture Hall, 
was fully attended by the civic dignatories of the Borough, with the 
Mayor acting as president. In the course of a very important 
address on the Public Library Movement, Prof. Rait referred to 
the adoption of reading as a recreation, pointing out that this was 
practically an unknown thing in ancient days. ‘‘ Heaven forbid,” 
he added, ‘‘ that I should describe the enormous mass of fiction 
that poured from the printing press to-day as the greatest achieve- 
ment of modern times, or even as an unqualified and undiluted 
benefit to humanity, but I have no hesitation in saying that it is 
better to have too many novels than too few.” Later on he 
stated that he considered that municipalities were amply justified 
in using their revenues to give their citizens an opportunity of 
living intelligently. The public library was absolutely the best 
means of educating the public and was the cheapest. He thought 
it was really too cheap. 


The Chairman of the Libraries Committee, proposing a vote 
of thanks to Prof. Rait, also expressed his appreciation and thanks 
to Mr. Wilson, the Chief Librarian, and his staff for the quick and 
efficient manner in which they performed the task of transferring 
the books and materials to the new branch. 


PERSONAL NEWS. 


The July number of the “ Millgate Monthly”’ contains an 
illustrated article on ‘‘ The Romance of the English Dictionary,” 
by Mr. Geo. A. Stephen, the City Librarian of Norwich. The 
article, which has six illustrations, briefly describes the evolution 
of the English Dictionary from its beginnings in the seventh and 
eighth centuries to Charles Richardson's Dictionary published in 
1836-7, the story of the voluminous “ New English Dictionary,” 
or Oxford Dictionary, being reserved for the concluding article. 

Mr. Lionel R. McColvin, F.L.A., Chief Librarian of Ipswich, is 
a candidate for a seat as a Country Councillor at the forthcoming 
election of the Library Association. As is probably well-known to 
most of our readers, Mr. McColvin holds the Diploma of the Library 
Association and is the author of “‘ Music in Public Libraries” and 
“ The Theory of Book Selection.” Mr. McColvin, who belongs to 
the younger school, is one of the most enthusiastic members of the 
profession and, if elected, should prove an acquisition to the Library 
Association. 
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COUNTY LIBRARY NEWS. 


Charles M. Jackson, of the Sunderland Public Libraries, 
appointed an assistant in the Birmingham Public Libraries. Salary, 
£180 (with bonus—{275), plus allowance for L.A. certificates. 

We quote the following extract from The West Briton of April 
23rd :— 

“ At the Cornwall Education Committee Meeting at Truro 
to-day, Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch presiding, Mr. A. Browning Line, 
Chairman of the Rural Libraries Sub-Committee, moved that it 
be a request to the Salaries Committee to consider whether the 
time has not come when the salary of the County Education Secre- 
tary should come under review in consideration of the additional 
duties attached to his department, with special reference to the 
added responsibility consequent upon the adoption of the Rural 
Libraries Act.” 

Later in the discussion, the words after ‘‘ department ’’ were 
deleted, and the recommendation, as amended, was referred to the 
Finance Committee. 

The Chairman remarked that it was quite obvious that unless 
Mr. Pascoe or the Education Office had a hold on the rural libraries 
scheme there would be confusion. 

We wish the Education officer the best of good fortune in 
regard to his salary, but in regard to the rural libraries scheme, we 
were under the impression that a librarian had been appointed. 

Improvements in the number and arrangement of the working 
hours of library assistants have been very great in recent years, 
and the usual excuse offered by assistants that they have no time 
for professional study is not adequate nowadays. This, we think, 
is the rule, but we have just been informed that in a south-west 
London library for five days in the week the assistants work from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., and from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m., with one half-day at 
1 p.m. Mathematically these hours work out at 49 per week. 
In actual practice, however, the assistant is tied to the library for 
11 hours daily, as it is impossible to get meals and to study between 
1 and 3. 

There is no excuse nowadays for these barbarous conditions 
n public libraries, and we hope the library authority in question 
may be induced to give sympathetic consideration to their assistants. 


SOCIETY OF PUBLIC LIBRARIANS. 


The members of the Society of Public Librarians had their 
Annual Summer Outing on Wednesday, June 24th, when Windsor, 
Burnham Beeches and Stoke Poges were visited. The journey 
was made by motor coach, and at Windsor, after luncheon at the 
Castle Hotel, the party was privileged, through the kind offices 
of the Hon. John Fortescue (Librarian), to view the Royal Library 
in the Castle. Halts were made at Burnham Beeches, for tea, and 
at Stoke Poges, for a visit to the church and churchyard, the scene 
of the poet Gray’s “ Elegy.” 
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REVIEWS. 


REPORTS. 

BATTERSEA.—37th Annual Report, 1924-1925. Chief Librarian, 
J. Frederick Hogg, F.L.A. Population, 167,693. Product of 
Id. rate, £4,250. Stock: Lending, 27,598; Reference, 26,885 ; 
Branches, 20,136. Additions during the year, 2,394. Issues: 
Lending, 176,959; Reference, 99,434; Branches, 150,904. 
Borrowers, 15,001. Branches, 2. 

Sanction has been obtained for the borrowing of £11,000 for the buildi 
of a new Reference Library, the work having been put in hand; it is hanet 
that the new building will be ready for use this September. With this increased 
accomodation, the privilege of using the department will be extended to 
students from 14 years of age instead of 18 as hitherto.' An exhibition of 
newly acquired local prints attracted many visitors. 

BLACKBURN.—Report of the Committee of the Public Library, 
Ist Aug., 1923—3lIst Mar., 1925. Librarian and Curator, R. 
Ashton. Population, 129,400. Income, £7,885. Stock: Lending, 
24,134; Reference, 24,850; School Libraries, 5,327. Additions 
during the year, 3,652. Issues: Lending, 189,496; Reference, 
34,354; School Libraries, 164,965; Delivery Stations, 71,605. 
Borrowers, 4,021. 

The question of re-organization and extension has, for various reasons, 
been held up for some considerable time, and the work of the Library is 
being carried on under somewhat trying conditions. The Art Gallery has been 
enriched by many valuable gifts and loans. The Museum continues to be well 
patronized 55,000 people visited it in the period under review. 
BootL_e.—Statistics appertaining to the work of the Libraries and 

Museum for the year ended 3lst March, 1925. Issued in lieu 
of the 38th General Report. Librarian and Curator, Chas. Hy. 
Hunt. Population, 79,750. Stock: Lending, 21,907 ; Reference, 
9,945. Branch, 3,780. Additions during year, 715. Issues: 
Lending, 151,118; Reference, 1,737; Branch, 32,357; School 
Libraries, 45,126. Borrowers, 7,605. 1 Branch. 

Visitors to the Museum totalled 40,494. Seven special exhibitions were 
arranged and were evidently greatly appreciated by the many who visited 
them. 


BurNLEY.—11th Annual Report, 1924-25. Librarian, W. Bramley 
Coupland, F.L.A. Population, 105,100. Income, £4,350. Stock : 
Lending, 26,420; Reference, 3,811. Additions during year, 
6,891. Issues: Lending, 274,898; Reference, 21,892; School 
Libraries, 36,102. Borrowers, 10,181. 1 Branch. 

The year has been one of substantial progress, and has been marked by 
at least one outstanding feature, that of the opening of the new Colne Road 
Library in October last. The enormous popularity of this step forward in the 
extension of the activities of the Library has easily exceeded all expectations. 
Considerable progress has also been made toward the provision of a new central 


building. 

CHESHIRE.—County Rural Libraries, 3rd Annual Report, 1924-1925. 
County Librarian, A. H. Gillgrass. Population within the scope 
of the Libraries, 293,896. Stock, 11,849. Added during the 
year, 3,844. Issues, 93,480. During the past year 66 new school 
centres have been established, and there are now 250 village 
Libraries conducting actual operations. The Teachers’ Sectional 
Library contains some 300 odd volumes and continues to be 
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well used. The steady Pst of the system is giving great 
satisfaction and already developments are being considered, and 
it is hoped that very soon the larger urban districts may be 
brought into the scheme and thus share the privileges so greatly 
enjoyed now by some thousands of villagers. 


CoLcHESTER.—30th Annual Report, 1923-1924. Librarian, Geo. 
Rickword, F.R.Hist.S. Population, 43,393. Income, £1,184. 
Stock: Lending, 13,803; Reference, 7,515. Added during year, 
984. Issues: Lending, 94,088; Reference, no record. 

It is — to note that, while there is a slight decrease in the total 
number of issues, the classes of non-fictional books show an increase. 
CoventrY.—A Year’s Work of the Coventry Public Libraries, 

1924-25. City Librarian, Chas. Nowell, F.L.A. Population, 
132,000. Income, £7,582. Stock: Lending, 71,812; Reference, 
20,927. Added during year, 6,571. Issues: Lending, 423,468 ; 
Reference, no record kept ; School Libraries, 9,619. Borrowers, 
17,213. Branches, 3. 

The extension of the Gulson Library is now in progress, and it is ho 
will be completed within the present year or as soon after as possible, thus 
relieving the present overcrowding. The organization of School Libraries 
has been a great success, and steps are now being taken to bring further schools 
into the scheme. Special collections for adolescents are also being arranged 
at all the Libraries. Among a year’s very successful work there stands out 
prominently the public lectures, exhibitions, work among the children, and 
the increased use of the libraries made by industrial firms. 
DarRLINGTON.—40th Annual Report, 1925. Librarian and Curator, 

F. Dallimore, F.L.A. Population, 65,842. Stock: Lending, 
26,830 ; Reference, 12,807; School Libraries, 3,006. Additions 
during year, 3,048. Issues: Lending, 217,737; Reference, 
58,508 ; Junior, 52,093; School Libraries, 43,412. Borrowers; 
9,304. 

The re-organization of the Reference Library has resulted in an increased 
use of this valuable department. The way in which the Libraries are developing 
may be seen from the opening of a separate department for juveniles, which 
has been greatly appreciated, the increases in the issues and the use made of 
books other than fiction. The Museum still continues to attract visitors, the 
attendance last year numbering 70,075. No financial statement given. 
Ecc._Es.—Librarian’s Report, 1924-1925. Borough Librarian, J. 

Wilson Lambert, F.L.A. Population, 44,242. Stock: Lending, 
13,100; Reference, 2,674. Added during year, 921. Issues: 
Lending, 104,632 ; Reference, 13,170. Borrowers, 9,179. 

The question of provision of special facilities for junior readers continues 

to grow acute. The issues to children during the past year represented 22.5 
r cent. of the total issue. It is hoped that something will be done towards 
nding further accommodation for the juniors at a very early date. 

Fu_nam.—Statement on the work of the Libraries for the year 
ended March 3lst, 1925. Chief Librarian, J. E. Walker, F.L.A. 
Population, 157,944. Stock: Combined totals, 63,812. Added 
during year 5,754. Issues: Lending, 339,407; Reference, 
40,961; Children’s Lending, 122,634; Children’s Reference, 
36,056. Borrowers, 19,494. Branches, 2. 

A new development of the work of the Libraries was the holding of two 
picture exhibitions. These were visited by 2,154 people. The Libraries also 

sess a collection of some 20,000 pictures, gathered from all sources, which 
are loaned for use in schools. During the year, 196 classes of children from the 
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local schools’ visited the Libraries for work in history, geography, literature, 

etc., and the help obtained from the books was greatly appreciated by both 

scholars and teachers alike. The decrease in the issues is due to the closing 
for a short time of one of the branches. 

HuDDERSFIELD.—27th Annual Report, 1925. Librarian and 
Curator, Horace Goulden, F.L.A. Population, 110,120. Stock: 
Lending, 40,099; Reference, 10,297; Branches, 3,322. Added 
during the year, 2,929. Issues: Lending, 270,234; Reference, 
9,520; School Libraries, 88,814; Branch, 5,860. Borrowers, 
11,814. 1 Branch. 

It is hoped very shortly to commence work on a new library system, which 
will embrace a central building with two branches and an Art Gallery. A 
Music Library was opened during the year, and proved an instant success. 
Many attractive additions were made to theArt Gallery. 45,127 people attended 
the 8 exhibitions. 

RocupDaALeE.—54th Annual Report, 1924-1925. Chie; Librarian, 
C. Stott. Population, 92,700. Rate in {,2.34d. Income, £4,125. 
Stock: Lending, 34,146; Reference, 20,211. Additions during 
year, 4,621. Issues: Lending, 257,741; Reference, 7,874; 
Open Shelves, 21,240. Borrowers, 14,303. 1 Branch. 

Steady progress has been made during the year, an increase of over 
15,000 in the issues being recorded. The Young People’s Library is to be 
re-organized during the coming year. The extra privilege granted to borrowers 
at holiday time was greatly appreciated and resulted in the issue of nearly 
1,500 volumes. The number of visitors to the Art Gallery and Museum were 
far in advance of the previous year, 98,830 visits being recorded. The exhibi- 
tions were also very well attended and greatly appreciated. 

St. MARYLEBONE.—Report of the Public Libraries Committee 
for the period Jan., 1920, to Mar. 31st, 1925. Librarian, Duncan 
Gray. Population, 104,222. Stock: Lending, 16,076 ; Reference, 
1,586 ; Juvenile, 3,324. Additions during the past year, 8,024. 
Issues for year ended 3lst Mar., 1925: Lending, 162,366; 
Reference, 40,608 ; Juvenile, 42,352. Borrowers, 8,923. 

The Report shows that excellent work has been done and a splendid 
service maintained under the most difficult circumstances. It is now hoped 
that the use that has been made of the “ makeshift ” library will lead to the 
provision of a library system more worthy of the Borough. 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA.—19th Annual Report, 1924-25. Chie/ Lib- 

varian and Curator, William Pollitt, F.L.A. Population, 117,500. 
Income, £5,888. Stock: Lending, 23,480; Reference, 2,838 ; 
Distributing Centre, 2,784; School Libraries, 2,775. Added 
during year, 6,181. Issues: Lending, 255,183 ; Reference, 39,556; 
Distributing Centre, 76,527; Juvenile and School Libraries, 
58,889. Borrowers, 13,776. 

The extension of the Central Library is to be carried out, and it is hoped 
that very soon something will be done towards providing library facilities for 
residents in the outlying districts, the demands from ‘hese being very insistent. 
Many interesting additions have been made to the Museum, chiefly from 
“ finds ’’ during excavations in the district. 
WATERLOO-WITH-SEAFORTH.—27th Annual Report. Libravian, 

Kate Fearnside. Population, 29,626. Rate in f{, 2d. Income, 
£1,350. Stock: Lending, 12,602; Reference, 1,728. Added 
during year, 1,271. Issues: Lending, 65,547; Reference, 
1,094 ; Children’s Library, 28,831. Borrowers, 3,746. 1 Branch. 

The issues for the past year are the largest ever recorded. Efforts to 
reach the adolescent are being made by supplying books to the Evening 
Technical Schools, 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 

SPECIAL LIBRARIES AssOcIATION.—Special Libraries Directory 
(Second Edition). Compiled by May Wilson. Edited by Rebecca 
B. Rankin. Introduction by John Cotton Dana. New York, 
1925. $4. pp. 254, 8vo, cloth. 

We have here a record of 975 libraries in the United States, each of which 
specializes in a subject or group of subjects. No general libraries are included. 
Each entry gives the name and address of the Library, its purpose, its personnel 
and the principal subject headings of its catalogue. 

On a hasty glance through the pages a few curious omissions will strike 
the reader. The great Typographical Library of the American Typefounders’ 
Company in Jersey City, certainly the finest collection of books on printing 
in the United States, is conspicuous by its absence. The Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden does not appear. Other omissions are the Chicago Law Institute 
Library, the New York Botanical Gardens, and, above all, no trace can be 
found of the important Spanish library of the Hispanic Society of America. 
It is to be hoped that in the future editions of this exceedingly valuable 
handbook the compiler’s net will be cast wider and bring in the rather large 
fish mentioned as well as the small fry, so many of which are already included. 
INFORMATION BUREAUX AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES. Report of 

Proceedings of the First Conference held at High Leigh, 
Hoddesdon, Herts., Sept. 5th-8th, 1924, to consider, promote and 
organise the systematic utilization of informational and library 


services. London, 1925. 3s. 6d. pp. 108, 8vo. 

This Conference was apparently the first attempt in this country to 
record the work and progress of Special Libraries. The papers and discussions 
appear to have proceeded on quite practical lines and it is to be hoped that 
some form of co-ordinated activity will develop from the Conference and its 
successors. When we think of the possibilities of a joint catalogue of the 
great legal or medical libraries of London, placing the resources of all at the 
disposal of each, it is difficult to understand why no steps are taken in that 
direction. 

From the hurried glance we have been able to give to the proceedings 
of the Conference we note a distinct air of enthusiasm, and we look to the 
Second Conference in September next to advance much further on the lines 
of co-ordinated effort towards centralized indexing and cataloguing. 
Thomson (O. R. Howard) REASONABLE BUDGETS FOR PUBLIC 

LIBRARIES AND THEIR UNITS OF EXPENSE. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 44. 
London, Grafton and Co. ; Chicago American Library Association, 


1925. 4s. net. 

A handy volume, giving concise details of Public Library Expenditure 
in various departments of Library Administration, written entirely from 
statistics, etc., gathered from American Libraries, and therefore from an 
American point of view. Se j 
Norwich Pustic Lrpraries. Norfolk Celebrities: III., Sir Thomas 

Browne. A catalogue of works by and about Sir Thomas Browne 
in the Norwich Public Libranes. Geo. A. Stephen, F.L.A., City 
Librarian. Norwich, 1925. 8vo, [pp. 8) and portrait. 

A useful reference list of the material available on the most learned man 
that ever dwelt in the City of Norwich. It is compiled by Miss Mary Alexander. 
The Library does does seem to possess the essay by Charles Sayle on Browne, 
which originally appeared in the Cambridge Review and was reprinted in 1915. 


GENERAL. 
Wherry (George) CAMBRIDGE AND CHARLES Lams. Illustrated, 
portraits. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 90. Cambridge University Press, 


1925. 5s. net. 
This little book, compiled in honour of the late Charles Sayle, contains 
four articles. E. V. Lucas contributes ‘‘ Cambridge and Charles Lamb,” 
George Wherry ‘‘ The Cambridge Charles Lamb Dinners’’ and “ George 
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Dyer and ‘ Dyer’s Friend,’”’ and Sir Edmund Gosse “ The Earliest Charles 
Lamb Dinner.”” These dinners, six in all, were held between 1909 to 1914. 
Lamb owed to Cambridge links with Coleridge, George Dyer, Thomas Manning 
and his adopted daughter, Emma Isola. This book is a little gem in its way: 

Thomas (Lowell) With LAWRENCE IN ARABIA. With frontispiece 
and 64 other illustrations. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 318. Hutchinson 
and Co., 1925. 21s. net. 

Col. T. E. Lawrence is such a romantic figure, called as he is The Mystery 
Man of Arabia, that his exploits must inevitably appeal to ular taste. 
The publishers are careful to state that Col. Lawrence is not himself responsible 
for the contents of this volume, but the author has certainly presented an 
attractive picture of the great traveller’s mode of living, and also an account 
of the Arabian revolution. He concludes his volume with a chapter on the 
personality of the ‘“‘ Modern Arabian Knight.” 

Anson (Elizabeth) and Anson (Florence) MARY HAMILTON, AFTER- 
WARDS Mrs. JoHN DICKENSON, AT COURT AND AT Home. From 
LETTERS AND Diaries, 1756-1816. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 342. 
John Murray, 1925. 16s. net. 

The writer of these interesting letters and diary was the niece of Sir 
William Hamilton and her circle included a number of interesting people, 
amongst whom may be mentioned Hannah More, Fanny Burney, Mrs. 
Garrick, Horace Walpole, and Sir Joshua Reynolds. The reading, sifting and 
final selection from the original manuscripts occupied the editors for a long 

iod, the result making an excellent volume. Mary Hamilton was full of 
the zest of life and a description of her circle is naturally coloured with pris- 
matic hues. 

Kittel (Dr. Rudolf) THe RELIGION OF THE PEOPLE OF IsRaEL. 
Authorized translation by R. Carlyl Micklem. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 230. George Allen and Unwin, Ltd., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

This work gives an interesting account of the faith and thought of ancient 
Israel, and follows throughout the development of the religious beliefs of the 
Hebrews. It will make a special appeal to theologians and to all interested 
in the modern interpretation of the Old Testament. 

Holmes (T. Rice) Str CHARLES Napter. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. vii., 184. 
Cambridge University Press, 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

This volume is based on an earlier and shorter biography published in 
1890, and it has since been enlarged and revised throughout, new matter having 
been found in the private letters from Lord Dalhousie to Sir John Hobhouse 
as well as from accounts by eye-witnesses of the battle of Miami. 


THE JOURNAL OF CLARISSA TRANT, 1800-1832. Ed. by C. G. Luard. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xxii., 334. John Lane, 1925. 16s. net. 

Of the publishing of private journals there is no end, but here we have 
one which is well justified for its presentation of the life and manners of the 
early nineteenth century, covering the social and political life from the days 
following the Napoleonic Wars. Clarissa Trant was born at Lisbon in 1800, 
and while English children were spending their days in their home nurseries 
Clarissa was travelling on the Continent with her Father and meeting /e Beau 
Monde at Paris and other capitals. At the age of twenty-two she returned 
to England, and for a time lived at Bath, at which centre she wrote her private 
Journals ; but she was soon to go abroad again, and from 1825 to 1830 her 
life was crowded with visits to various Italian cities and a journey through 
Switzerland, France and Germany. In 1832 she married, and her married 
life was mostly spent in Essex. Her writings are full of vigour and charm. 


Charteris (The Hon. Evan) Witt1Am Aucustus DUKE OF CUMBER- 
LAND AND THE SEVEN YEARS’ War. Illus. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
viii., 334. Hutchinson and Co., 1925. 21s. net. 

The volume under consideration is, to some extent, a sequel to an earlier 
work by the same author published in 1913, which brought the life of the 

Duke of Cumberland down to the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, giving a new chap- 
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ter in the life of a great soldier. For years the Duke conducted a long and 

difficult campaign against Marshal Saxe, without victory perhaps but also 

without decisive disaster, and it was under his leadership that the Army of the 

Seven Years’ War was formed and disciplined. 

Pearson (Rev. A. F. Scott) THomas CARTWRIGHT AND ELIZABETHAN 
PurRITANISM, 1535-1603. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 510. Cam- 
bridge University Press, 1925. 25s. net. 

The author has unearthed some new information about the great puritan, 
Thomas Cartwright. A number of chronological inaccuracies which have run 
through the work of former biographies have now been corrected, and a 
number of blanks have been filled in where reliable information was lacking ; 
also new light has been thrown upon the relations of Cartwright with the 
Brownists in Zealand. The great puritan’s career is so closely associated 
with the whole movement in England that the picture forms an important 
addition not only to the Elizabethan period but also more particularly to the 
conversion of England to Presbyterianism. The author, being Scottish, 
impresses upon readers the importance of instituting further investigation 
into the relationship between the English and the Scottish Presbyterians. 
BritisH SciENCE GUILD.—A Catalogue of British Scientific and 

Technical Books, covering every Branch of Science and Techno- 
logy, carefully Classified and Indexed. 8vo, cloth, pp. 22, 490. 
London: Denny, 1925. 12s. 6d. 

The new edition of this very handy bibliography of current Science 
and Technical Books contains no less than 9,500 entries, and will be of the 
utmost value to all librarians in making up their lists of books for purchase. 
The books were all in print at the time of publication, and the names of the 
catalogue committee and the list of classifiers are a sufficient guarantee of the 
value of the selection and the method of arrangement. The Indexes of 
Subjects and Authors are clearly done and will be helpful. 


FICTION. 
Hocking (Silas K.) THE CrooKEp TriaL. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. vi., 
250. Sampson Low, 1925. 3s. 6d. net. 
A domestic story of a readable kind. 
Webb (Sidney Hastings) THE PainteED HoNEymoon. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. vi., 282. Sampson Low, 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 
A story told in exciting jerks, containing much of jealousy, love and 


treachery. 

MacClure (Victor) THE Boost OF THE GOLDEN SNAIL. A Fantasy of 
London. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 246. Harrap and Co., 1925. 3s. 6d. 
net. 

An amusing story of a redecorated restaurant, the scheme being lemon- 

low and emerald-green, the waiter an artist, and one of the first customers 

a perfectly delightful girl who plays a happy part in the story. 

Straus (Ralph) Marriep ALIvE. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 272. Chapman 
and Hall, Ltd., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

The apotheosis of comic opera bigamy told with this author's inimitable 
lightness of style. 

Benson (Claude) MitEs Ritson. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 316. Sampson 
Low, 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

An adventure story of the Covenanters in wild days. The setting is 
Cumbrian, the teller of the tale one Miles Ritson, whose wife was the bonniest 
and brightest lass in Cumberland and whose son Mat was the apple of his eye. 
Edginton (May) Carva Licut. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. Hutchinson 

and Co., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

Miss Edginton has managed to get a wonderful amount of dramatic 
colour and excitement into a rather improbable story. Carla Light deals with 
two stage favourites, mother and daughter. Carla throws up her career to 
follow a penniless — engineer ; enter the mother before the footlights. 
Carla returns unexpectedly, and her mother gives up her place to her. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


To the Epitor, Library World. 
Sir, 
JOINT MEETING OF THE THREE NORTHERN BRANCHES. 

Our attention has been called to a letter in The Library World 
for June, as to a paragraph in the “ Bookseller and Stationery 
Trades Journal ’’ for May. 

The paragraph in question says “ one bookseller engaged 50 
rooms at a hotel, and paid the expenses of his librarian customers.”’ 

As the above meeting is the only conference of librarians 
that has recently been held, enquiry was at once made by Mr. 
W. A. Briscoe, the hon. local secretary, with the result that a 
letter from the “ Bookseller’’ was received, as follows :— 

‘“T have now been fully into the question of the paragraph 
supplied by the Associated Booksellers for their official section 
in the May number of the ‘ Bookseller and Stationery Trades’ 
Journal,’ and the Secretary assures me :— 

‘“‘1.—That the paragraph was written and sent in some days 
before the Conference at Nottingham took place. 

‘“‘2.—That the writer was not aware that the Conference was 
to be held, and until the complaint was sent to him he did not 
know that it had been held. 

‘‘3.—That the statement, which contains the expression, 
‘one bookseller engaged, etc.,’ did not refer in any way to you or 
others concerned in the Conference in Nottingham, but to a specific 
case in another part of the country at another time altogether. 

Yours, etc., 
GEORGE WALKER ( Editor).” 
In the interests of those Librarians who attended the Joint Meeting 
held at Nottingham, we shall be obliged if you will be good enough 
to insert this. 
Yours faithfully, 
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Kate E. Prerce (Hon. Sec. N.M.L.A.). 
J. SINGLETON (Hon. Sec. N.W.B.). 
E. GREEN (Hon. Sec. N.C.B.). 


To the Epitor, Library World. 
SIR, 


I have received a large number of requests from Librarians 
of Public Libraries in England for holiday literature relating to 
Brighton, and in order to meet the widespread demand from the 
public for information of this character so far as Brighton is con- 
cerned, I have despatched a copy of the Brighton Official Guide 
to many of the important Libraries in the country. 

It is possible that some of the Public Libraries which desire 
this literature have been overlooked, and I should be very much 
obliged if you would give publicity to the fact that I should be 
pleased to forward a copy of the Guide to any Public Library which 
has not hitherto been supplied. Yours, etc., 

Henry D. Roserts. 
Public Library, Museums and Fine Art Galleries, Brighton. 
July 3rd, 1925. 
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